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UM FA C U LTY, STA FF PAYRO LL DEDUCTION SU PPO RTS REC YC LIN G  
M ISSO U LA  -
Recycling efforts at The University of Montana—Missoula campus don’t suffer from lack of 
enthusiasm and cooperation, a UM faculty member told the Faculty Senate at its Thursday. Nov.
14, meeting.
What's lacking, environmental studies Professor Vicki Watson said, is money to take care 
of recyclables in the bins stuffed to overflowing by enthusiastic campus recyclers.
She hopes that will change with a new payroll deduction plan to give faculty and staff a 
convenient and painless way to pitch in financial support for recycling. Watson and an informal 
committee spearheaded the plan.
"We suggest a contribution of one-tenth of 1 percent of salary," she told the senators.
"That’s $40 for a $40,000 a year salary." A plan to invest the money has been set up. and a 
formal committee will be formed to develop a budget and oversee it, she said.
Right now the whole University budget for recycling is $13,000, which "just doesn’t keep 
up," she said. The main purpose of increasing financial support of the program is to hire more 
students to work in the recycling arena, she said.
UM students in 1995 imposed on themselves a waivable fee of $2 a semester to support 




"Our goal is to raise a total of $50,000." she said. That would include $5,000 from faculty 
and staff, the $30,000 from students and the $13,000 from the University.
"The University of Montana is a significant contributor to the municipal waste stream of 
Missoula and can, through a comprehensive recycling program, assist in reducing the strain on 
disposal and resource systems," Watson said. "UM should be a model to the community and to 
state government in reducing waste of our natural resources."
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